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“The willingness with which our young
people are likely to serve in any war,

no matter how justified, shall be directly
proportional as to how they perceive
veterans of earlier wars were treated and
appreciated by this country.”

George Washington 1781




-i Army Retirement Services

Retirement IS a process,
not an event!

An Army
Program
Since 1955

Active Retired Surviving

2015 Army ARNG USAR Soldiers Spouses Total
Population 498,642 348,661 197,668 934,816 248,046 2.23M
Served | l \ J
Y Y

Pre-Retirement Policy Post-Retirement Policy

* 117 Retirement Services Officers « Lifetime benefits advice & support

- Career Status Bonus Counseling  Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) assistance

« Pre-Retirement Counseling * Army Echoes Newsletter & Blog

« SBP/RCSBP Counseling * CSA & Installation Retired Soldier Councils

« MyArmyBenefits website * Retiree Appreciation Days

» Soldier for Life website

|
AR 600-8-7 — “Retirement Services Program”

http://soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement




Retired Soldier/Spouse Demographics

* Predominant Pay Grades

Enlisted: SFC WO=CW4 Officers: LTC

« Predominant Age of Retired Soldiers:
61-70 years

« Predominant Age of Surviving Spouses
/1-80 years

« Largest Soldier/Surviving Spouse Age Group

61-70 years




The NEW Retirement Services Website
http://soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement
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Retired Soldiers - Home
~ Amy Echoes

Army Echoes Blog

Preparing to Retire
After Retiring
Survivor Benefit Plan

Career Status Bonus

Retirement Services Officers

RC Retirement Services

CSA Retired Soldier Council

Former Spouse Information

Frequently Asked Questions

Calculators

Active Officer Retirement
Active Enlisted Retirement
RSO - Mission

Helpful External Links
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Contact Us

Click here to buy the new
U.S. Army Retired Lapel Button

SFL Home Soldiers (AD/NG/AR) Retired Soldiers [ Veterans

“.*. Army Retirement Services Office

Arctic airbome delivery

e 4

SOL EEH FOR LM:E

Once a Soldier, A Soldier for

my Echoes Updates

o Department of Defense Announces New
Policy on Service Member Allotments

« Installation Visitors, Civilian Workers Can
Dine At The Exchange

 Exchange Doubles Savings on Gas Nov.
14-16 for MILITARY STAR® Card Users

« Consumer Financial Protection Bureau:
Making Your Voice Heard

« Nationwide Telephone Scam Affecting
TRICARE

Army Echoes Updates archives

Subscribe to Army Echoes Updates

tiree Appreciation Days

>l @ 0 0 Friday, March 13 ~ &F
Saturday, March 28 -
Fort Stewart, GA y
Friday, April 24

1

Hanscom AFB, Concord, MA
Saturday, April 25 —

Military Families/Gold Star Families

JB McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ
Saturday, May 2

West Point, NY

Saturday, May 9

Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD

Events shown in time zone:
Eastern Time (&3 Google Catendar |

Education Employment Health MyArmyBenefits

# SFLMission & SFLTAP & SFL Initiatives




Army Echoes

with Retired Soldiers/Families
« 3issues: FEB, JUN, OCT
« Apps for iPhone, iPad, Android phones

« All Retired Soldiers and SBP annuitants
with myPay accounts now receive Echoes
electronically at their email addresses in
myPay. Change your email address in
myPay to a commercial email address
before you retire!

A MESSAGE FROM

THE CHIEF OF STAFF

= i
SLT) O——o
RaymondT. Odierno
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Greetings Retired Soldiers and Families,

The start of the New Year gives us a chance to look back on what the Army has
accomplished and to look forward to where we are headed. Over the past year, our Army
has answered the nation's call around the world. Our forces are responding on multiple
continents simultaneously to a diverse range of challenges and threats. Even as we
transition to Operation Resolute Support in Afghanistan after more than thirteen years of
war, we continue to support combat operations against our adversaries there. We have
also returned to Iraq to advise and assist Iragi Security Forces as they work to restore
stability and defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

We have deployed forces to Eastern Europe in Poland, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia to

deter Russian aggression and assure our European Allies. We are actively
national defense objectives in the Pacific, whether in Thailand, the Philippines, or Korea.,
And we have more than 2,000 Soldiers deployed in West Africa to stem the Ebola crisis
that has wreaked havoc on that continent. In all, we have close to 140,000 Soldiers
deployed, committed, and forward-stationed worldwide defending our nation's interests
at home and abroad. | am extremely proud of all that our Soldiers have accomplished

and of the important missions that they perform.

1 am equally proud of our Retired Soldiers, veterans, and family members who stand
beside us. They have sacrificed so much for the nation and serve as the face of the Army
for millions of Americans. As the Army downsizes, the ranks of our veterans will increase
as will their presence and voice our . Itis therefc P

that we enable positive transitions of Soldiers into civilian life and provide them with the
resources they need to reintegrate and begin the next chapter of their lives. Soldier for
Life (SFL) is one tool that helps us care for veterans, and | continue to encourage you to
become familiar with it at http://soldierforlife.army.mil

Our All-Volunteer Army is what makes us unique. Itis what unites Soldiers serving past
and present. Despite the threats we face around the globe, and though we face fiscal
challenges, we are meeting our strategic imperatives because of the professionalism
and patriotism of Soldiers, veterans and their families. Please be assured that | remind
Congressional leaders of this at every opportunity while emphasizing the need for
consistent rather than piecemeal funding to support the Total Army Force and veterans.

I would ask each of you to continue to tell the Army story—let your friends, coworkers,
and neighbors know of the tremendous sacrifices that our Soldiers make daily—because
you have been there, and you know firsthand. Thank you for all that you have done and
continue to do for the United States Army and our great nation.

The strength of our nation s our Army. The strength of our Army is our Soldiers.
The strength of our Soldiers is our families. And that is what makes us Army Strong!

FEB-MAY 2015
Features
Turning 65 TRICARE and Medicare 6
Whatis for your heart
isnbnmh%lhud n
Fedetal Long Term Care Insurance Program
e et s 18
Soldier for Life launches
Amy Echoes Blog 20
Articles
New .. Aumy Retired Lape Buttons
arenow available 3
Ay inatives assist tansiton,
secute Soldiers ffe-long connection 4
Anmeianswitettharkd ooor
Army rebrands
Retiement Services Offces 5
Army invites survivors. P
Veterans with PTSO claims may
apply for discharge upyrades 9
E-prescibing- Coming to 2
military pharmacy neat you! 9
Instaltation visitors, civilian workers
ndineat the Exchange 70
TRXCARE RetreeDental Pl News! 17
We make your voice heard 12
Ay combat uniform new
camouflage patter d B
Would you like to buried at sea? 14
New Army Retired Soldie Counc
T enbes momesd /15
Understanding your
Reserve Companent 8P options 16
Regular Items
Chief Army RSO Message 2
DidYouKknow? 3
LookingAhead 7
sk Joe: Your Benefits Gury 8
s 10

« Subscribe to the Army Echoes Blog on the Soldier for Life website

at http://soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement/bloq.



http://soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement/blog

Lapel Buttons/Retired Badge

Army Lapel Button

CEED
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U.S.ARMY )]

US Army Retired

Lapel Button US Army Retired Lapel Button
1968-2007 Lapel Pin
2007-2014

US Army Retired ID Badge US Army Retired ID Badge




Rebranding of Army’s Transition Program

> ACAP wm)

Army Career & Alumni Program

TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Start Strong « Serve Strong « Reintegrate Strong « Remain Strong

Retirement Soldier for Life
Services Office Retirement Services Office

Both offices may be collocated in the Soldier for Life Center




2015 Significant Challenges

Funding Challenges at every level
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION -- Internal & External

Army RSO Bottom Line: Never Break Faith with You;
Always Be Your Champion!

“CALL TO ACTION”---You Are A Force Multiplier!!

There Is No Sunset on Patriotism

“ONCE A SOLDIER, ALWAYS A SOLDIER

...A SOLDIER FOR LIFE”




Thank You for Your Service!

To all of our Retired Soldiers and

I Spouses

Thank you for your service to
our Nation and America’s Army!

Army Strong!
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